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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, has assessed
the environmental impacts of the following project in accordance
with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969:

Operation and Maintenance
Dredging and Open-Lake Disposal of Dredged Materials
Olcott Harbor
Niagara County, New York

The identified problem at Olcott Harbor is shoaling of the
authorized Federal navigation channel, which impedes recreational
navigation.

The project would involve routine maintenance dredging of the
authorized Olcott Outer Harbor Federal navigation channel, which
consists of an Entrance Channel. Between 10,000 and 15,000 cubic
yards of dredged material would be removed from the authorized
Entrance Channel and discharged at an existing open-lake disposal
site. Maintenance dredging would take between 30 and 60 days to
complete and would occur at a frequency of about every five
years. The project is described in detail in the accompanying
Environmental Assessment (EA).

The alternatives considered, other than routine maintenance
dredging and open-lake disposal of dredged material, were routine
maintenance dredging and (1) littoral discharge of dredged
material, (2) use of the dredged material for wetland creation,
(3) diked lakeshore disposal of dredged material, (4) diked
landfill disposal of dredged material, (5) farmland disposal of
dredged material, and (6) use of the dredged material for local
pond fill. These alternatives were dismissed since they were
either environmentally unsound, engineeringly infeasible,
socially unacceptable, or economically unjustified. The "No
Action" alternative was also considered, but was rejected since
it would not provide a solution to the identified problem and
would adversely impact on recreational navigation.

Analysis has shown that this operation and maintenance dredging
would have no significant adverse effects on the quality of the
human environment. Based on these factors, I have determined
that an Environmental Impact Statement will not be required.

The attached EA presents the results of the environmental
analysis. Those who have information which might alter this
assessment and lead to a reversal of this decision should notify
me within 30 days.

John W. Morris
Colonel, U.S. Army
DATE: Commanding
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