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As the major point sources of water pollution are brought under control in New
York, the water quality impact of nonpoint sources becomes more apparent. To continue
progress toward cleaning up and preventing damage to New York’s waters, existing nonpoint
source problems must be identified and their impacts assessed and mitigated.

The Water Quality Act of 1987 focussed increased attention and priority on the
development and implementation of nonpoint source control programs. Section 319 of the
Act required states to prepare an Assessment Report identifying waterbodies affected by
nonpoint source pollution, determining categories of nonpoint sources that are significant
problems in the state and listing state programs available for the control of nonpoint source
pollution. States were also required to prepare a Management Program which explained
how they planned to deal with the source categories causing the major problems.

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) produced these documents
for New York. The Assessment Report was approved by EPA in July, 1989 and the
Management Program was approved in January, 1990. The Assessment was based on DEC’s
existing database of water quality problems. Throughout the process of preparing the
Assessment Report, it was recognized that the list contained in the Report could not be
regarded as a complete and final inventory of segments adversely affected by nonpoint
source pollution.

Assessment ate

In early 1989, a process was established to enhance DEC's list of segments having
water quality problems. Among the goals of this assessment was to use additional data
sources to identify possible nonpoint source impacts, to provide an opportunity for everyone
with a knowledge of water quality problems to present this information and to expand the
list to include segments that are threatened by nonpoint source pollution.

DEC, working in conjunction with the State Soil and Water Conservation Committee,
initiated a two phased approach to identify problem waterbodies. The first phase had each
Soil and Water Conservation District conduct a survey of nonpoint source pollution in their
county. Districts invited agencies, groups and individuals from within the county to
participate in identifying water quality problems. Districts collected information and
presented it to DEC during the next phase of the process.

The second phase consisted of meetings of representatives from the key agencies
within each county to discuss the results of the NPS survey. The meeting provided the Soil
and Water Conservation District personnel and DEC Regional Water and Fisheries staff
with an opportunity to discuss water quality problems in each county. When there was a
consensus that a water quality problem existed on a specific waterbody, information
regarding the problem was recorded.


























































